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find that life on a smallholding always takes on a
more exciting feel in the build up to Christmas
December is an excellent time to celebrate
another hard year's work and enjoy some time off
- if you're lucky!

Christmas has also become a time of giving and
receiving gifts. On a smallholding, ‘useful' is
normally the only sort of purchase we make. This is
to save money and because practical presents seem
to go hand-in-hand with the lifestyle. Here at
Newhouse Farm, we slaughter our own turkeys each
year and give them to close friends and family as
presents. We also try to buy each other a gift that is
well made and will last a long time, something like a
nice pair of secataurs for winter pruning is a classic.
The other sort of gifts that we have fallen in love with
are practical learning courses. Learning new skills
that can then be brought home to the smallholding
for further development and practice is, in my
opinion, the best sort of present. Give a man a fish
and he will feed his family for a day; send him on a
course to learn how to fish, and he will come back
smiling and with skills that could mean fish every
Friday. Over the years, we have used the winter
months as extra curricula time for further
development; we make the most of the dormant
season by attending workshops and broadening our
skills.

This year, there has been an awakening interest in
the popular media for traditional crafts. This has
meant that more and more courses are springing up
around the country to teach a range of the old skills
to a new generation. [ have been tempted to try
everything from straw bale construction to stone

OTHER J0OBS
INCLUDE
COLLECTING
MANURE

In addition to galavanting in
the Dorset woodland, | have
also been busy storing all
our squash and pumpkins
for winter soups, clamping
the root vegetables and
clearing out the greenhouse
ready to sow some more
ffesh herbs.

Other jobs this month
include renovating the
poultry houses, pruning the
fruit trees and conditioning
all of the empty beds in the
garden with loads of horse
manure.

If you don’t have horses -
and we don't - then it really
is worth finding your local
stables and asking if you can
collect some of their
manure. More often than not
they don’t mind, as you are
essentially supplying free
labour to tidy up the stables.

masonry, basket weaving to thatching. This month, I
was lucky enough to be given a special wedding
present by my mum which involved Holly and
going to spend a couple of days with Guy Mallinson
in Dorset (see www.mallinson.co.uk). It was such a
tremendous trip that I thought it was worth sharing
with Country Smallholding as a gift idea for any
budding wood craftsmen out there,

Guy Mallinson has been making things out of

Carvings by James and
his wife Holly
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Currently, | run courses here at
Newhouse Farm in Cornwall
on a range of sustainability
issues that aim to help people patier
achieve greater self sufficiency great. Other woodworking cou
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(see www.practical
selfsufficiency.co.uk) and, as from a tree, spoon carving and making gates
it's Christmas, | would love to The general idea of using the darker months for
offer a concessionary price to accumnulating more skills is something which
any Country Smallholding strongly believe in. It often happens that, just down
readers who want to get a the road from you, will be someone who h 1S l,‘ cer
practising a craft for years and is keen to hitto

1st takes some e

Christmas present for their
friends and family. Simply others. Sometimes it ju
mention CS magazine, and I'll quick look on Googile!

W Did you enter the competition for James

arrange a good discount!
book on self-sufficiency? See last month’s issue.
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