


Adventures in the wood

On a two-day course at Guy Mallinson’s woodland workshop,
Victoria Byrne found more than just a picnic.

[F you go down to the woods today, at Higher
Holditch Farm near Chard, you will discover
something quite unique and unexpected.
Follow the discreet willow arrows, down a
winding path over a stream and you will
come to a clearing in the glade where a tipi,
two parachute canopies and many fires form
the setting for a peaceful escape from daily
life, and an adventure into artistic creativity.
This is the brainchild of
Guy Mallinson, who recent-
ly moved his woodland
. workshop from Mangerton,
near Bridport, to this new
site near Chard. Here he
offers courses based around
the subject of working with
greenwood. Guy explained,
“We work with green
(unseasoned) wood because
it offers the opportunity to
see the whole process
through — from log to end
product. Being unseasoned it
is soft and easy to work,
whether for carving or turn-
ing using a pole lathe. The
hand craft techniques and
the types of wooden equip-
ment we use and (each are
ancient, dust-free and quiet.”
[ was lucky enough to spend two days leamn-
ing how to make and use charcoal with artist
Veronica Hudson., ably assisted by Guy, on one
of the many woodland related courses available.
Veronica’s free style of teaching is ideally
suited to relax the inhibited and is relevant to
all levels of experience. “Charcoal gives you a

route for discovery,” said Veronica. “you’ve
got this mass of movement and colour, it will
feed you. it will show you shapes and ideas,
you'll discover charcoal simplifies for you,
and makes it easier to draw. Very simple things
are beautiful and that’s what you'll find with
drawing. But my courses are as much about

learning to look as to making a drawing. I like
o use natural materials around me: wood,
clay, ferns... this gives me great freedom to be
able to work outside and to be able to throw
things away as [ work.”

Watching Veronica work is an uplifting
experience. Charcoal freshly baked in the fire is
ground into a fine powder, which is then liber-
ally distributed across the sharp clean paper to

Veronica Hudson with some of her students

create the initial composition. Veronica works
quickly and sketchily to create a basic impres-
sion, which she then works, reworks, clears
with bread or rubbers and re-covers with dust.
The charcoal is constantly on the move danc-
ing across the paper, so that no hard rigid lines
break up the natural image emerging before
you. Veronica’s paintings may appear figura-
tive initially but can develop in almost any
direction. She taught me the great freedom of
trying to work on two pieces simultancously
and spontaneously. We shared free movement,
free spirit and free chat. It was a lovely way to
spend a day in the woods.
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The food and the company, let alone the
surroundings, left nothing to be desired. The
dancing canopies and interwoven trees of
the camp lent themselves to working in the
open air, regardless of the weather. The day
started balmy and blue and ended in torren-
tial rain, thunder and lightening. Drenched
to the skin, with my precious works rolled
up inside my waterproofs I was content,
smudged from head to toe,
and absolutely exhausted
from my adventure.

I would recommend this
course to anyone who
enjoys the outdoors and
being creative. There are
many other courses run
from Guy Mallinson’s
woodland workshop
including basket weaving,
totem pole carving, making
a greenwood stool, kitchen
& garden pole lathe turning
and days for children and
adults. If you are thinking
of giving an unusual pres-
ent for Christmas this
could certainly be one.

Veronica is teaching
Charcoal Making and
Drawing again with Guy
on November 13th and 14th and is also
taking on students at her own studios at
Higher Eype, near Bridport. She will be
initially working with charcoal, life
drawing, landscape and still life. If you are
interested  please contact her on
07817586683 or 01308 424 066. Down
House Studio, Higher Eype, Nr Bridport.
Email, veronica-hudson @uko2.co.uk.

For courses at the Woodland Workshops
contact Guy Mallinson at Mallinson Lutd,
Higher Holditch Farm, Holditch, West
Dorset, TA20 4NL Telephone 01460 221
102. Email, guy @mallinson.co.uk.




